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FOREWORD

The pieces in this book are primarily drawn from music originally written for
piano, harpsichord, violin. flute, clarinet or saxophone. The initial selection process
considered over 2000 pieces. These were eventually reduced to about 250 and finally to
the 85 included in this volume. Three criteria were used in the selection process:

1. The pieces would sound effective on the marimba. }

2. They had a high level of musical interest relative to level of difficulty.

3. They focused on some important aspect of 2-mallet marimba technique.

Some of the pieces have been shortened to avoid redundancy or transposed to create a
more balanced selection of keys.

All of the pieces in this collection can be played on a standard 4-octave marimba.
Most can also be played on vibraphone or xylophone (sounding 8va). The pieces range in
difficulty from Grades 2-5 and are arranged in order of difficulty. This collection can be
used as a supplement to any method book. It could also serve as a primary method book
for students with some previous reading and/or percussion experience.

The written sticking suggestions are the ones I believe are best for technical or
musical reasons. Where no stickings are shown it is either because the best sticking is
obvious, there are two or more equally workable alternatives, or a sticking shown earlier
for the same--or a similar--passage should be repeated.

Most of the 'Etudes’ have no dynamic markings and only very general tempo
indications. The generic 'Allegro' is used for most of the etudes to indicate that they
should be played as fast as the player can maintain accuracy, control and continuity.
Many of the etudes can be played in either strict tempo or with a degree of rubato.
Dynamics can be varied according to the player's level of skill and musicianship.

The 'solos" have more specific tempo and dynamic indications, although good players will -
find the additional nuances that real music-making involves.

Several of the solos can be played with piano accompaniment and have been kept
in original keys to make this possible. The violin pieces by Handel and Corelli and the

keyboard music by Rameau, Mozart and Joplin will work with standard published
versions.

Mark Johnson
Professor of Percussion
Michigan State University
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Waltz tempo

TYROLESE WALTZ

Etude Op.64, No.10

C. Baermann
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